Tanycytic ependymoma arising from the right lateral ventricle: a case report and review of the literature.
A 38-year-old man presented with a year-long history of worsening headache. Neuroradiological findings showed that a solid cystic mass occupied the right lateral ventricle. Histologically, the tumor composed of nuclear dense zones consisting of a cluster of spindle cells and fibrillary zones consisting of streaming of cell processes. The tumor cells showed the characteristics of monopolar or bipolar processes. Some tumor cell processes extended to the vessel wall and formed ill-defined perivascular rosettes. No mitoses or necrosis were found. The cells presented positive for GFAP, S-100 protein, vimentin, Nestin and neurofilament, and dotlike positive for epithelial membrane antigen, but negative for Syn and NeuN. Four cases of tanycytic ependymoma arising from the lateral ventricle have been reported in literature. Histological differential diagnosis includes spindle-shaped neuroepithelial tumors, such as pilocytic astrocytoma, fibrillary astrocytoma and schwannoma. Tanycytic ependymoma has slightly better prognosis than other ependymoma subtypes.